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GET OUT AND VOTE!

FAST
Takes
Action for
Justice

Support for
“Mr. Pie
Man”

KENDALL QUEEN

ST. PETERSBURG —
After baking pies for the
usual Sunday sale and distribution at Bethel Community
Baptist
Church,
Jonathan Johnson suffered
a massive heart attack in
his sleep.
Known affectionately in
the community as “Mr. Pie
Man,” Johnson turned 54
years old this past August.
Several local businesses
will miss his delivery of delicious pastries, and his generous and helpful spirit.
Johnson supplied pies to
several restaurants and convenience stores in the community, and also cooked
breakfast and lunch for customers at the Obama Express convenient store for
the past two years.
“He would sell as many
pies as he could and the
ones he was unable to sell
he would give away to the
members,” said his sister
Athena Grooms about Johnson’s usual Sunday routine.
“Jonathan was a good
hearted person with a
sweet spirit. Our parents
brought us up to give and
share and to do what we
can for others and that’s
what my brother practiced,”
she finished.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Johnson graduated from St. Pete High and
the University of South
Florida. He worked as a social worker for the Department of Children and
Family and the YMCA, but
enjoyed cooking the most.
The family is reaching
out to the community for

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With a constant growing unemployment and crime rate,
many church congretations
in Pinellas County have
come to FAST together, and
take action for justice.
FAST stands for Faith
and Action for Strength Together, and began in 2004
when 800 people in Pinellas
County, from different backgrounds, came together to
fight for justice.
FAST had affected the
community in numerous
ways including gathering
funds from the Pinellas
Early Learning Coalition to
insure that lower income
children could attend a fullday pre-k program. They
were also instrumental in
getting a bill passed to allow
4,000 non-violent offenders
to attend a drug treatment
program rather than go to
prison.
At the 9th annual assembly held Mon., Oct 29 at the
Holy
Family
Catholic
Church in St. Petersburg,
Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr. exclaimed: “We are fighting
for justice in education, job
opportunities, and issues
with racism.”
Assembled were 38 congregations — over 500 citi-

The world says goodbye to Brittany Gordon as she is driven to the
Sunset Memory Gardens Cemetery in Thonotosassa to be interred.

Brittany Gordon: A life
well lived
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Brittany Bria Gordon
sings the “Happy Birthday” song to her father
and there wasn’t a dry
eye in the house. With
eyes closed you can almost envision her trademark smile, so bright it
could light up any dark
and dreary room.
With each heartfelt
word of the simple song,
Brittany’s love for her father is evident and her
sweet, cheerful voice

loudly
resonated
throughout the church.
And for a moment,
Cedric Gordon has his
daughter with him, although he will never
hear her sing those
words to him ever again.
Brittany was killed
Oct. 13 by a suicide
bomber while serving in
Afghanistan, and family
members, friends, and
the community joined together Sat., Oct. 27 at St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, trying to make
sense of it all.
Ever since Brittany

joined the military, Gordon prayed for her safe
return, and when Brittany was deployed overseas, he and his wife
Brenda asked their local
ministry to place her on
a prayer list. But Gordon
now knows that wasn’t in
God’s plan.
“I have spent many a
day’s sitting in my living
room, looking out the
front window, hoping and
praying that I would
never, never see a
stranger in a military uniform walking up to my
front door,” said Gordon.

And he didn’t. Out of
town in Miami for the
weekend, Gordon instead received a phone
call that would change
his life forever. A phone
call he can never forget.
Although military personnel wouldn’t relay the
facts over the phone,
Gordon knew Brittany
was gone.
“I would try to give
myself comfort by saying: ‘What’s the chance
of this happening to
Britt,’” Gordon told the
crowd of well wishers as
See GORDON, page 4

See FAST, page 4

Souls to the Polls
HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Rev. Frank
Peterman, Jr.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local
organizations
joined together last Sunday at Williams Park in
downtown St. Petersburg
to encourage the community to head down to
the polls early and cast
their vote in this year’s
presidential election.
With a jam packed
ballot that promises to
confuse and hold up the
L-R, Watson Haynes, Charlie Crist and Ken
lines for those who arrive Welch marched to the polls from Williams Park.

45 Years of Service to the Tampa Bay Area

•

at the polls unprepared
on Election Day, the wait
on Nov. 6, the official voting day, could last longer
than the lines at the
DMV.
But the League of
Women Voters, the
NAACP, the Urban
League and countless
more organizations came
together to sponsor
Souls to the Polls which
is a community effort to
get members of local

See PIE MAN, page 4

See POLLS, page 9
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Is there anything else
left to be said about the
importance of this election, and about the importance of voting next
Tuesday? Maybe its time
to reflect on that old
adage: “If you do not know
your history, you are
doomed to repeat it.”
Maybe this is a time to
reflect on the past? So
while you’re sitting in
front of your flat screens
watching Monday night
football and contemplating
during those long commercials whether or not
you are going to exercise
your right to vote, just
pause and remember the
many citizens, both black
and white, who gave their
lives just for you to go to
the polls and cast your
vote.
It doesn’t matter if you
are republican or democrat, they died for the
rights of all of us to vote
our conscious. To not do

so is equivalent to ignoring their legacy.
Well if that doesn’t incentivize you then try remembering the 2000
Presidential
Election
when it all rested on
Florida’s electoral votes.
Can you remember all
those hanging chads and
the controversial spoilt
ballets that the then secretary of state did not/did
(depending on your view)
know what to do with
them?
After going through
the Florida courts, it finally made its way to the
United States Supreme
Court. Unfortunately, the
Court was packed with appointees from the Reagan
and papa Bush presidencies.
As many expected,
that conservative wing of
the Supreme Court decided not to count the
spoilt ballets nor provide
an acceptable number of
recounts which ultimately
gave their boy George
Bush Jr. the win over democratic candidate Al Gore.
So much for the Supreme
Court being politically
neutral in matters of politics.
Adding insult to injury,
this same conservative
court issued a controversial decision allowing campaign funds to be used
without donor acknowledgement and lifted the
limits on the amount of
funds that could be spent

W e e ncourage L etters

during a political campaign.
This only made it more
convenient for the rich in
this country to buy elections; and it’s possible that
some of these rich election shoppers are not even
citizens of this country.
This was really a slur in
the face of what I believe
their forefathers desired;
and it represented the
turning point when “for
the people and by the people” became “for the
money and by the money.”
For those African
Americans who have not
registered and for those
who have registered and
still have not decided if
they are going to vote, you
must not forget that in less
than 25 years the Congress of the United States
will have the archaic duty
of voting on whether or
not you will be able to vote
for another 25 years.
I know it sounds like a
long time, but it is only
five presidential elections
away. We need wins in all
of them and maybe one
day we will be able to vote
in some legislatures that
will vote that 25 year nonsense away.
And if this doesn’t stir
you to the polls next week,
think of it this way…you
are voting so that those
babies that are now in
strollers will be able to
vote and have some say in
what goes on in this country.

to the

e ditor !
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Help
&
Hope

Filling the void of dependency

www.HopeAliveMinistry.com

easier to move toward
eliminating the problem.
This is the first step in deliverance which I discussed before. Now, we
can move to Step #2, which
requires a move of faith.
In counseling clients in
my office and the men in
our recovery house in Baltimore, House of Hope, I
use the Word of God (the
bible) and the principles of
12 Step Recovery in giving
hope from addiction.
In the bible, Luke 9:1729, a father brings his son
to Jesus because he has a
affliction,
spiritual
seizures. Jesus tells the father “if you can believe, all
things are possible to him
who believes.” The father
“cried out and said with
tears, ‘Lord I believe, help
my unbelief.’” Then Jesus
spoke a word and deliverance came to the son.
The #2 Step in all 12
Step Recovery models basically says the same
thing: believe that a power
greater than ourselves
could restore you to sanity.
The addictive agent has
become a god in the life of
the person who suffers
from the disease of addiction. The father trusted in
Jesus as a last resort, as
his higher power when all
else failed to fill the void.
Bill Withers sings a
song entitled “Lean on
Me.” This song describes
what is needed when a person realizes that nothing

Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

By Dr. Basha Jordan

Whenever someone is
attempting to recover or
become delivered from an
obsessive behavior, it is
necessary to first admit,
Step #1, that there is a
problem.
If you have a family
member or friend who has
an addiction, but they do
not believe there is a problem, it will be very difficult
for that person to receive
help. As a matter of fact,
you run the risk of getting
your feelings hurt or
maybe even becoming
physically abused trying to
force your desires upon
those in denial.
People who have addictive personalities use a person, place or thing to fill a
void in their lives.
Whether it’s a drug, sex,
gambling, work, food or
someone that is being
used excessively, it is because something is missing.
Often we will begin the
path of addiction by utilizing something that is familiar to us. It may be
cigarettes, food, or something else because we saw
our parents use it and it became easily accessible and
seemingly harmless.
Over the years, dependency occurs slowly
and begins to have a
prominent role in our daily
lives. However, when we
realize that our dependency has a negative influence on us; it becomes

The Weekly Challenger
Name: ____________________________________________

and nobody else has the
solution to arrest the disease of addiction.
Withers sings: “Lean
on me, when you’re not
strong, I’ll be your friend.
I’ll help you carry on. For
it won’t be long, ‘til I’m
gonna need, somebody to
lean on.”
The higher power, I
choose to call him God or
Jesus Christ, is that “leaning post” or positive entity
which fills the void so
many seek.
Active addiction is a
spiritual problem which
needs a spiritual solution.
In the beginning of the
process of recovery, the
higher power may be the
literature, the bible, the
group, a sponsor, a pastor
or a trusted friend through
whom God works.
When we work the program and stop using any
mind or mood altering
substance, we regain
much that has been stolen
by the enemy. However,
we must be willing to try
this power by faith and
trust the process that has
restored many to sanity
and added more blessings
too.
You may have to get rid
of some false ideas, forgive
some people, pastors,
churches, parents or other
places where you may
have been harmed. This
will allow you to receive
the great and wonderful
things that God has in

store for you because He
loves you and cares about
your welfare.
If you refuse to forgive
others, this may be the
stumbling block which
keeps you in bondage.
God has forgiven you and
others deserve the same
freedom of your forgiveness. An unforgiving heart
carries the weight of being
unforgiving while the person with whom you are
holding the grudge is enjoying life not thinking of
you.
Put your pride in your
pocket and try it. Call a
friend you may know who
is in a 12 Step program and
ask for help or to take you
to a meeting. Go on the internet and look up the 12
Step program for addiction
in your city or state such
as Debtor’s Anonymous
(781) 453-2745 or Gambler’s Anonymous (213)
386-8789.
For help, please call me
at (443) 250-9635 or send
an email to ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can
also send a letter by snail
mail to Dr. Jordan, P.O.
Box 16622, St. Petersburg,
FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to
us on WRXB AM every 1st
& 3rd Sat. at 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No
matter what’s going on
with you today, there is
hope for you.” I’m Dr. J. —
Be blessed.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
P OLITICAL
CAPITAL
BY GAYLE ANDREWS

A witness to scandal
TALLAHASSEE — I began my career
as a television news reporter in the capitol
in 1974. It was a historic time. The huge
changes to Florida government happened
because scandals threatened to paralyze
state government and the judiciary.
Here’s how it went. Three cabinet members, the comptroller, the insurance and education commissioners, all statewide
elected officials, were indicted for serious
wrongdoing. Next to desegregation, this
was easily one of the most chaotic times in
our state’s history.
Remarkably, the Supreme Court scandal, involving three justices, erupted at the
same time. It was an “oh no” moment.
There was a rational for the Cabinet meltdown, but to watch the high court sinking
into the political corruption abyss, honestly,
was just too much.
We reporters were pretty obnoxious
with our TV cameras and microphones
pointed in officials’ faces. Our lights blinded
the cabinet officers as we trapped them in
elevators. And finally, we watched them
teary eyed in the courtroom being sentenced begging for forgiveness and leniency.
But the Supreme Court impeachment
hearings took us to a different place. It
made us realize that political influence and
money had permeated a realm that up until
this point was no place for politics.
Two justices were accused of using
opinions written by utility lawyers. The third
was accused of the same but he claimed he
flushed the document down the toilet. For
that justice, a psychiatric examination was
ordered. He returned to the House committee with his Certificate of Sanity.
That episode only added to the rapid deterioration of the court’s once revered status. I was a very young reporter at the time,

but I realized that this was very serious.
Political influence had seeped into the
state’s highest court and corroded the
process and judicial outcomes. Big changes
would emerge affecting the appointment of
judges, and how they would campaign. It
was ushered in by Governor Reubin Askew
who helped restore faith in the process of
selecting and electing judges in Florida. It’s
called merit retention. It is the process we
use today of voting yes or no for justices and
judges.
Governor Rick Scott and other Republican lawmakers have tried unsuccessfully to
gain greater control over the high court
largely because the court has struck down
many of the new laws Scott has signed. But
the latest attempt to undermine merit retention comes in the form of the kind of political influence peddling that nearly destroyed
this very important part of our democracy.
The Republican Party of Florida went
even further with its meddling by asking
people to vote against Fred Lewis, Barbara
Pariente, and the first black female justice
Peggy Quince. These justices have been impartial and forthright when reviewing cases
that are very important to Floridians. They
have done their job well and should receive
a yes vote.
For us to follow the Republican Party
that engaged in voter suppression and now
wants to control judicial decisions, would
take us back to a pay to play system. It has
no place in the Florida Supreme Court and
defies the thing we treasure most — equal
justice.
Gayle Andrews is a former member of the
Capitol Press Corps, adjunct Journalism instructor at Florida A & M University, where
she was awarded Distinguished and Outstanding Graduate status. She is a corporate
& political consultant in Tallahassee.

FAST helping Pinellas County
From FAST , page 1

Gone, but never forgotten
From GORDON, page 1

they wiped away tears.
“Brittany’s serving with an
elite unit. What is the
chance of that happening
to my baby?”
As St. Petersburg’s Assistant Police Chief, Gordon has seen a lot of
sorrow over his 33 years
on the force, but nothing
could prepare him for the
loss of his own child. He
had spoken to Brittany
just two days before, and
smiled as he remembered
their long conversation.
Gordon told of how she
seemed happy, joking and
was laughing through
most of it.
“I told Brittany I was
retiring this year and she
said ‘Dad, I got the hotdogs.’”
For 24 years his
daughter Brittany touched
the lives of all she came in
contact with. A 2006 graduate of St. Pete High, Brittany was known for her
determination and her
ability to always see the
good in everyone.
“When I think of Brittany my thoughts always
revert back to one word
— attitude. She had a
smile
that
radiates
warmth and invites you
in,” family friend Goliath
Davis reminisced. “She
was giving. She was compassionate, but the greatest gift of all was her gift of
love.”
It was this love and
compassion for her family
and mankind that drove
Brittany to enlist in the
Army where she soon became part of an elite unit.
As an army intelligence
analyst, Specialist Brittany
Gordon was dedicated to
her duties and performed
them in a selfless manner,
showing superior leadership qualities which
earned her a spot as an intelligence team leader in

From left to right: Rev. Jim Rapp,
Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr., and Father Bob Schneider
zens — gathered to discuss
the continuation of the current issue committee reports, as well as vote on a
new issue to focus on in
2013.
“These congregations
not only include those of the
Christian faith, but this year
we also have Jewish and Islamic. We began this program by banding together
to identify the social problems in our community and
find solutions together,”
said Pastor Jim Rapp, who
joined FAST last year.
Although FAST reaches
out to city officials, elected
officials, and county officials, they refuse any governmental funding because
they do not want anything
influencing their actions.
FAST was set in motion
when a number of individu-

als from many different denominations wanted to
work on community problems together.
“An organization called
DART in Miami helped us
to hire some organizers to
get
our
organization
started,” said Father Bob
Schneider, a founding member of FAST. “The name
comes from the prophet Isaiah who explains that the
fasting I desire is not that
we abstain from food necessarily, but that we obtain justice.”
As a member of the
catholic clergy, Schneider
said that they have a body of
social teaching in their faith
that invites them to be involved in community issues,
and that’s why the church
speaks out on political issues
and community concerns.

“We are not only interested in the welfare of our
own people, but as a society
as a whole this is a way we
can join with other faiths
communities to make a difference in Pinellas county,”
said Schneider.
After the past and present issued were presented
and agreed upon, new issues were laid on the table.
The issues in 2013 will include health and dental
care, drug use, crime, and
homelessness, but the citizens voted on healthcare as
the number one new community problem, winning
with 259 votes.
Though healthcare is
the main focus, each organization in FAST will continue to fight for a fair, well
educated, safe, and healthy
community.

Thomas Gordon Jr.

Mayor Bill Foster and Congressman Bill Young
the dangerous region of
Kandahar city.
But it is her independence, her spirit, and her
undying love that family
members will remember
her for. Too distraught to
speak, Brittany’s mother,
Brenda, expressed her
love for her daughter in a
letter which was read at
the ceremony.
“Brittany was able to
be anything and everything she wanted to be.
She could do or be anything,” her mother wrote.
“She had a strong moral
compass to treat everyone
as someone who is important and a treasure.”
Brittany’s independent
and adventurous streak
was evident even as a
young child and though
her mom worried, she always encouraged Brittany
to experience as much as
she could.
From piano lessons at
the age of two, to adventurous wilderness camps
during summers, Brittany
was a well-rounded child.
Camping, canoeing and
discovering the world far
from home in other countries such as Canada and
Paris. It was these experiences that mom credits
with instilling a confidence and intelligence in
Brittany that contributed
to making her aware that
she could achieve anything she undertook.
“She had so much to
offer the world and she
was doing that,” her mom
wrote. “Brit saw no boundaries or limitations she
couldn’t overcome.”
But no one could imagine the tragedy awaiting
her; a tragedy that has
touched the lives of many
in this community and

shaken
Cedric
and
Brenda Gordon to their
core. But as Cedric stood
in front of a packed room
sharing pieces of Brittany’s life, you couldn’t
help but cry for their
loss— the loss of their little girl.
Gordon expressed the
need for everyone to stop
and reevaluate their priorities. To take the time “to
hug your kids a little
tighter” and show them
love a little bit more.
“Regardless of what
they’ve done, regardless
of how many chances and
how many times you have
to talk to them, never give
up,” Gordon urged, “continue to talk to them, continue to love them,
continue to reach them.”
The family finds solace
in their memories and
Gordon recounted funny
stories of her independent
nature and showcased her
humorous side. But as he
read snippets from a stack
of letters Brittany had
written to him while overseas, Brittany’s genuine
and illuminating qualities
shined through the sorrow, proving just what a
remarkable young lady
she was.
“For those of you who
may not have had an opportunity to know Brittany, just let me tell you,
you really missed a treat.”
Spc. Brittany Bria Gordon was awarded the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star,
and the Combat Action
Badge for her acts of
courage, meritorious service, and her dedication to
the military in which she
gave the ultimate sacrifice
– her life — in order to
serve and protect the
country she loved.

Al White

Cedric Gordon

Goliath J. Davis, III

Rev. Brian Brown

Family asking for donations
From PIE MAN, page 1

financial donations to help
cover funeral expenses. According to Grooms, Johnson had a life insurance
policy, but because of hardship, had to let it expire.
The family has entrusted Smith Funeral

Home with arrangements
and all funds should be directed to the funeral home
on behalf of Johnson. The
funeral will be held at
Bethel Community Baptist
Church this Sat., Nov. 3, at
11 a.m.

Johnson leaves behind a
daughter, three brothers
and four sisters. His parents, son, and brother all
preceded him in death.
For more information,
please call Smith Funeral
Home at 727-894-2266.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Remembering a fallen soldier

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Ongoing — Publix now offers their customers
access to free Wi-Fi service inside their
supermarkets - a blessing for customers who
shop with their mobile devices.The Wi-Fi
service will help mobile users access the
Internet and check out products, ingredients,
prices and other useful tools shoppers want
access to while grocery shopping.

Cedric Gordon comforted by the community Friday night at the wake.

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The American flag lies still,
draped over an open casket
that holds the body of a
fallen hero. Inside lays
Army Specialist Brittany
Bria Gordon. A local casualty of the war in
Afghanistan, and a beacon
of light to mourning family
and friends throughout the
St. Petersburg community.
Reverend Brian Brown
of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church was the
first to speak at the wake
where friends and community officials gathered to
pay their respects to Brittany and to begin the celebration of life, commitment,
and love that she spread
throughout St. Petersburg
and across the globe.
“Lift up your heads,”
Pastor Brown encouraged,
“and while it’s a sad occasion, let there be a celebratory moment, for a soldier
has come home and finished her mission. A job
well done.”
Brittany, known to her
family and friends as “Britt”
has always been admired
for her spunk, adventurous
nature, and her commitment to those in need. She
joined the army in January
of 2010, and had earned
her associate in arts degree. She was in continuous pursuit of achieving a
bachelor’s degree, all while

she served her country.
Her determination and
intelligence soon found her
promoted to the ranks of
Specialist Gordon and she
was assigned to the 572nd
Military Intelligence Company, 2nd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division where she
performed her job as an intelligence analyst with outstanding dedication.
In April, Spc. Gordon
was deployed with her
Brigade to Afghanistan and
just six months later died
from wounds inflicted
when enemy forces attacked her unit.
One by one, family
members, friends, elected
officials and distinguished
members of the community
paid their respects to Brittany. Dressed in her military best, she almost
looked as if she could be
sleeping.
But her trademark
smile and the warmth that
usually infected the very
being of every soul she
touched was missing.
Wiped out by a suicide
bomber who only saw an
American uniform and not
the person underneath or
the family back home that
would be lost without her.
Cebrina Douse knew
Brittany when they both attended St. Petersburg High
and remembers being
great friends. The last time
they spoke was at church
and Douse wishes she

would have told Brittany
then how much her friendship meant and how she admired her intense bravery
in joining the military.
“I was so excited to see
you. My eyes were full of
tears and I gave you a big
hug like it was the last time
I would see you,” Douse reflected noting that a part of
her died upon hearing the
news of Brittany’s death.
But Pastor Brown shed
light on Brittany’s passing
as he spoke of the dreary
day when the family’s motorcade traveled to MacDill
Air Force Base in Tampa to
receive Brittany’s remains.
There “didn’t appear to
be any rays at all,” Pastor
Brown reflected, “But God
did something. By the time
Brittany’s remains were
about to settle in, the sun
began to shine.”
Fitting, as Brittany was
a ray of hope in so many
lives. One after another,
community
members
spoke showing appreciation for Brittany and the unselfish sacrifices she made
to keep the nation safe.
St. Petersburg Police
Sergeant Al White, also a
close family friend, thanked
Cedric and Brenda Gordon, Brittany’s parents, for
“giving us Brittany to protect us while we were
asleep. We take that for
granted, and in her doing
so, not only did she risk her
life, but she gave up life.”
Minister
Watson

Haynes and Executive Director of the Urban League
also extended his condolences to the family and expressed a need for the
community to continue to
come together and help the
Gordon’s manage through
the following months.
County Commissioner
Ken Welch took a moment
to attend the service as
well, calling Spc. Gordon a
daughter
of
Pinellas
County and a true patriot.
She was “a young woman
who gave her all for the
community and the nation
that she so believed in.
And in that service she
made the ultimate sacrifice,” Welch said.
Saluting Brittany for her
outstanding service and
dedication to the highest
ideals of liberty and freedom, the County Commission declared October 27th
to be Brittany Gordon day
throughout
Pinellas
County.
Also as tribute to Brittany’s outstanding roots in
the neighborhood, the City
of St. Petersburg City
Council plans to plant a memorial tree in Brittany’s
honor so she can stay in the
hearts and lives of everyone in the community.
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor also attended the
wake, pointing out Brittany’s role in Afghanistan
being about more than
See WAKE, page 14
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Saturday, Nov. 3 — “Antiques in the Park,” an
outdoor antiques/collectibles fair, will be held
at Clymer Park in Gulfport (intersection of
Beach Blvd. and Gulfport Blvd.) The show
features antiques and collectibles exhibitors
spread throughout the park, so bring your
walking shoes! FREE admission and FREE
parking for the public. For dealer registration
information, visit www.hulahula.biz or email
hulahula@tampabay.rr.com
Monday, Nov. 5 – The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Association is holding a dessert hour
reception from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Come celebrate
with us a year of service and blessings. Cake
and ice cream will be served FREE of charge
at the Enoch Davis Center located at 1111 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Thursday, Nov. 8 —The Sunshine Center,
located at 330 5th St. N., invites you to attend
a free performance of “Calamity Jane Tells All”
at 1 p.m. Author and Playwright, Susan Powell
Miller, debuts this historical interpretation in the
character of Calamity Jane, in an original oneact play based on researched historical facts.
Prior to the performance a slide show will
depict Calamity Jane’s life, accompanied by
recordings of authentic saloon piano tunes of
the time. Refreshments sponsored by Doctor’s
Express. Western dress encouraged. Free and
open to the public. 727-893-7190 or
www.stpeteparksrec.org
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• Custodial Worker (#19068)
• Housing assignments and Operations Coordinator (#18742)
• Maintenance Technician (#19092)
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or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community tributes to the Gordon family

“I have a son in the military and I wanted to show my love a support, my condolences
and my love for the family. I wasn’t going to come, but I just felt compelled to. It was blessing
to be here.” (JS)
L-R, Janear Simpson, Rhonda Lewis and Alisha Lewis

“It’s been gratifying to see the outpouring of love from the community for Brittany and
the family. She is a hero. If our country is to remain free, than we have to have incredible
and amazing young people like Brittany that are willing to step forward and protect our
country.” (RB)
- Former Mayor Rick Baker with his wife, Joyce

“I give my condolences. I know it’s hard, but we always have to look up to God and he
will see us through anything. We are so happy that she lived her life for her country to do
what she felt what God led her to do. Keep looking up and it will get lighter.” (QMD)
“To the family, we feel your lost. It is not one that you can go through easily. It is one
that you deal with through a period of time. We are continuing pray for the entire family,
and pray God’s blessing upon each of you. We love you and God bless you.” (BMMF)

- Queen Mims-Davis, left, and Brenda Mims Martin-Foster

I have a special appreciation for men and women that
give their lives for the country. I work with children and it
is very important for them to know that they have a heritage,
and it is very important that they pass off that baton to others. It’s not something that is given to them and they keep
for themselves, it’s something that they have to keep passing
off to other generation so that we can become a stronger
country.

“I would just like to express to the
family my deepest expressions of sympathy. We are all praying for you.”

- Elaine Hopkins

- Jeanie Blue

“I know this is a terrible loss, and I think the whole community feels the loss. I know Cedric is a man of faith and
God will get him through this. I hope that the family will be
able to cope with this.”
- Chief of Police Charles “ Chuck” Harmon

“My condolences go out to the family on behalf of myself and the Witcherd family. May God continue to be with them as they journey through this walk. God
bless them.” (BCM)

“On behalf of State Representative Darryl Rouson and his staff, we would like
to offer our complete condolences. At any time, if Brenda and Cedric need anything from our office, please don’t hesitate to call us.” (LW)

L-R, Barbara Church-Mathis, Ceola Witcherd and Donna Smith

- Leila Wilson, left, and Felicia Johnson

11-1-12_Layout 1 10/31/12 5:11 PM Page 7

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2012

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
Rainey’s
Bulletin

St. Pete’s
Hidden
History
By Jon Wilson

Johnnie Ruth Clarke:
A life of service

The Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health Center,
1344 22nd St. S., sits on six gracious acres,
reaches thousands of patients yearly and
serves St. Petersburg far beyond its immediate neighborhood.
Yet many do not know about the woman
for whom the center is named. For years,
Clarke, born in 1919, did her work quietly.
Segregation further slowed the recognition
she deserved from the wider community.
When seen from the perspective of
years, Clarke most certainly ranks among
the greatest and most influential St. Petersburg residents of the 20th century. She
opened doors, served as a role model for
youngsters, became a noted educator and
devoted much of her life to helping others.
She was a consistent advocate for the rights
of women, minorities and the handicapped.
She once told a newspaper reporter: “If I
died tomorrow, I would be unfulfilled. I
wouldn’t have helped all the people I can. I
wouldn’t have learned enough.”
A St. Petersburg native, Clarke and her
family lived on Seventh Avenue South, not
far from 22nd Street. Her father, Johnnie
Hall, was the head bellman at the Soreno
Hotel, and her mother was the hotel’s head
housekeeper.
Clark often credited her parents with
providing the foundation for her ethics and
her success. She quoted her mother as saying: “You’re going to be somebody, or I’ll die
trying!”
Clarke did indeed become somebody.
She attended Davis Academy and Jordan
Elementary, and felt particularly influenced
by renowned educators Fannye Ayer Ponder and Olive B. McLin, who encouraged
her to attend Florida A&M High School in
Tallahassee. She graduated from there and
went on to Florida A&M University, where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology.
Then it was on to Fisk University in
Nashville, Tenn., where she earned a master’s degree, also in sociology. In 1966,

Clarke set two milestones: she became the
first African American to win a doctorate
from the University of Florida’s College of
Education, and the first African-American
woman to earn a doctorate at any Florida
public university.
Clarke began her career in education at
FAMU in 1943, becoming dean of women.
She returned to Fisk as a research and administrative assistant, then moved on to
Bethune-Cookman College to head the social studies department. In 1953, she returned to St. Petersburg to teach at 16th
Street Junior High (now John Hopkins Middle School).
She was dean of Gibbs Junior College,
which served African-American students in
the 1950s, and when the school merged with
St. Petersburg Junior College, she was
named assistant dean for academic affairs.
Clarke took a leave of absence in 1972 to
create a sickle cell anemia program for a regional medical service in Florida. Along the
way, she served on numerous committees
and boards, including the Florida Human
Relations Commission, the American Association of Junior Colleges, and the Gulf Coast
Health Systems Agency.
She also found time to write a periodic
column for the Evening Independent, St. Petersburg’s now-defunct afternoon newspaper.
Clarke died in 1978 at age 58 of rheumatic heart failure.
Upon her passing, St. Petersburg deputy
city manager Don Steger wrote: “Seldom is
there found a person with such extensive talent and quality of character who is willing to
give so much, while seeking so little in return.”
This is another in a series of columns
about historic people, places and events relevant to the city’s continuing African American
Heritage Project. For information about the
project, call Kimberly Hinder at (727) 8925451 or email Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Education: Black children
are failing … who’s to blame?
Several years I attend a summit
hosted by Concerned Organizations For
Quality Education For Black Students
(COQBES), and the theme was “The real
deal.”
Two of the speakers, Dr. Clayton
Wilcox, Designee for Superintendent of
Schools and James Evans, Executive Director of Tampa Bay Academy of Hope,
sited the following startling statistics:
Failure rate of black children:
• 67 percent in math & 66.9 percent
in reading for 3rd graders
• 80.5 percent in math & 72.8 percent
in reading for 6th graders
• 80.5 percent in Math & 89.8 percent in reading 9th graders
Who is to blame for these bleak statistics? Some in the black community feel:
• The schools are inept and do not care
• White teachers are insensitive
• Black parents do not care
• The community is not doing enough
• The churches need to do more
• Parents need to be more involved
The Solution
While we, all of us, continue to play
the blame game, our children continue to
fall behind each and every day. I have
chosen not to bore you with horrific statistics, but rather go directly into action
mode.

Blaming makes us feel good emotionally, but unfortunately blaming also hinders us from coming together as a
“village” to finding solutions. Is there a solution to this very serious problem?
YES!!!
Two things you can do:
(1) Commit to investing time in working to solve the problem because we can
do it better together!
(2) Call the Parent Council and let
them know that you would like to invest
time in saving our children. The Parent
Council and others are in the process of
planning for more dialog and direct action!
Your input and critique is appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.

“I am supportive and involved with all my child’s
activities including church, school and after-school. I
find the time to visit and communicate with the
teacher on a daily basis.”
—Paulette Hines

“We support our children in school
activities, homework, and church and
provide a stable home. Additionally, we
strive to be good role models and always
provide a structured home environment.”
—Mr. & Mrs. Donahue Smith
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A tribute to Willie Thomas
ST. PETERSBURG –
Willie “Bonneville” Thomas
was born October 31, 1935,
to John and Ida Thomas in
Thomasville, Ga. At the age
of 16 he moved to New York
City with his family. After
many years there, he met
and married the love of his
life, Annie Thomas.
Thomas and his wife
Annie were business owners
in New York City, and in
1972, they moved to St. Petersburg were they became
owners of Laundromats and
Annie’s Hair Boutique.
A man with many talents,
Thomas learned to play golf
at a young age while caddying at golf clubs in
Thomasville, Ga. After many
years of enjoying the sport,
he became a coach and volunteer for The First Tee of St.
Petersburg.
The First Tee of St. Petersburg is an organization

Karate instructor fights for
local youth
KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

Willie “Bonneville” Thomas
dedicated to positively impacting the youth of the community while providing life
enhancing values through
the game of golf. The children lovingly referred to him
as “Mr. Willie,” and loved
each and every one of them.

Sat., Oct. 13, William
James Thomas went home to
be with the Lord. He leaves
behind a loving and devoted
wife, Annie, three sons, several nieces and nephews, as
well as a host of other loving
relatives and friends.

Caring

Soul

for the

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

Souls to the polls
On Sunday I was privileged to attend the
“Souls to the Polls” rally at Williams Park in
downtown St. Petersburg. The weather was
nice and the turnout was great. All seemed
to have a good time. As I reflect on the events
of last Sunday, I cannot help but think about
a time in our not too distant past when such
a rally would have been against the law.
Due to the efforts of many who participated in the Women’s Suffrage Movement,
women in America received the right to vote
in 1920. However, all women were not permitted to vote at that time. Only white
women received the right to vote in 1920.
Many years passed before women and men
of other ethnic/racial groups were allowed
to vote.
The Voting Rights Act was passed in
1965. This law gave African Americans the
right to vote and prevents states and local jurisdictions from making laws that would disallow voting by persons from various
ethnic/racial backgrounds.
Many Americans suffered and died in
order to get the Voting Rights Act passed.
Today some take for granted our right to
vote. During this election season, I hope and

pray that all Americans will take seriously our
right to vote. This election is critical to our
nation.
We must grapple with who will be the
best leaders in our school districts, legislature, courts, and in the White House. We
must carefully consider who will be the best
leaders that will help our nation compete in
a global economy. We must ponder who will
aid us and our neighbors with gaining access
to high quality educational opportunities for
our children and grandchildren.
We must ask our leaders what they will
do to keep our communities safe — at home
and abroad. We must think about the leaders
who will insure that we have adequate health
care and housing for generations to come.
We must hold our elected officials accountable to uphold the laws governing our
land and to change the laws that unfairly discriminate against disenfranchised groups. In
other words, we must vote for those who
agree to work for the common good.
As we were reminded during the rally on
Sunday, we must take our “Souls to the
Polls.” Isn’t voting a great way to care for
your soul and the soul of the community?

ST. PETERSBURG —
Walter Evans, founder of
The Shihan School of Survival, offers programs to
combat youth obesity, violence, and drug use. By
teaching the art of Jujitsu
and karate, he instills inspiration and discipline
into the minds, bodies,
and souls of today’s youth.
Originally from New
York, Evans began training in martial arts in 1969,
with a ninth degree black
belt in Taekwondo instructor, Atahi Lee. He also
trained with martial arts
hall of famer, Soke “Lil”
John Davis, the founder of
Kumite Ryu Jujitsu.
Evans’ long list of accomplishments includes
winning many grand
championships in Point
Karate and kickboxing,
and has even made appearances in such films as
Jungle”
and
“Urban
“Snake Eyes.”
But today, Evan’s
biggest challenge is sharing his knowledge of mararts
with
the
tial
community. He collaborates with over a dozen of
community organizations
to provide opportunities
for young and old to learn
self defense.
Evans has instructed
students at Fairmont Park
Elementary School, Academy Preparatory School,
and has even taught self
defense to the transportation systems and teachers
in more than six different
school districts.
“I started doing the
after school programs because I like working with
the youth. I would much
rather work with them, be-

cause they’re always available, it’s a consistent
group of students, and it is
very rewarding,” said
Evans.
He explained how satisfying it is to see his students grow, and to witness
how the training transforms their young personalities and character.
It wasn’t until Evans
moved to Clearwater that
he got his first job training
at an after school program.
People observed the
and
demonstrations
wanted him to set up programs for them at places
such as Arts for Life (Lifeforce Academy), Sanderlin
Center, and Mariners
Pointe Apartments.
“I always found myself
going from one program
to another. I never had an
interest in opening up a
school of my own because
I can reach out to more
people by traveling to the

students instead of waiting
on them to come to me,”
said Evans.
The students of the
Shihan School of Survival
are exposed to competitions and tournaments, as
well. Since he has so many
groups, Evans takes the
best of each group and enters them into competiThe
latest
tions.
competition took place
Sat., Oct. 20.
Evans’ best students
from his Academy Prep
after school program,
Amari Royal and Rayona
Walker, took first and second place in one category,
and two brothers from the
Mariners Pointe program,
Tristan and Christian Denton, took first in another.
Through every program that Evans is involved in, students are
taught respect, discipline,
and perseverance.

Evans posses with students
from the after school program at
Academy Prep and Mariners Pointe

Rayona Walker competing at the Martial Arts
tournament held Sat., Oct. 20.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.
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Letter to the editor

2012 Dual Day program

Dear Editor,
I attended a segregated high school and was led to believe that Columbus discovered America. Not until years later did I find out that much of what I learned was untrue, and now I’m faced with other dilemmas.
1. I was taught that 2/3 of Congress could overrule any legislature that the president brought forth. Is that a truthful statement? If so, why is it that the majority of
the populace is so upset with the president? Why not direct their concerns to the Senate and House of Representatives?
No one wants to talk about term limits for them and that’s where the power lies,
and we all know that.
2. We have certain individuals that take advantage of the system of white privilege,
crying about a birth certificate. It’s my understanding that we have a credentialing
committee, the FBI and several other organizations that clears a person prior to
he/she being allowed to run for office.
Now if they’re not doing their job, than don’t you think that they should be held
responsible?
3. Everyone’s crying about jobs, but all have forgotten how everyone wanted a 4
day work week, so they allowed one president and his cabinet to outsource (ship overseas) jobs. In this country we do not manufacture the majority of automobiles, cell
phones, televisions, toys nor clothes. All of the outsourcing is done in the name of
cheap labor.
So you tell me where the jobs are going to come from? I just wish that I could file
for bankruptcy more than once within a seven year period (that is and would be a
privilege).
4. I know a large part of the populace is very bias, and I have an idea as to what
my president’s encountering; however, I also know that there’s still no better place to
live. Therefore, we should put forth as much effort to get along as we do trying to
keep things separated (that could prove to be less stressful).
5. The majority of the population has attempted on many fronts to deny mixing of
the races, and some of these same people will profess to be Christians (but I liken
them to Judas)
For example, these so-called Christians try to stop black children from attending
school with their children. They still haven’t given up on that one; hence the reason
why vouchers and private schools exists.
Also, there was a time when Colin Powell was being pushed to enter into the presidential race, but being the wise man that he is, he understood the divide and conquer
concept. Unfortunately, poor little Herman Cain couldn’t understand such.
Over these past several years, certain people have tried their hardest to dig up
dirt on the president but have failed. Let him rest and work with him. PLEASE.
Sincerely,

Louis Williams

Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, under the leadership of Reverend
Bragg L. Turner, Pastor, invites the community to join us Sun., Nov. 11 at 4 p.m. as
we celebrate our 42nd Annual Dual Day program.
We will be blessed with a dynamic message from Rev. Don Middleton, Pastor
New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of St. Petersburg.
We also invite you to join us in our weekly worship services each Sunday with
Prayer Service and Sunday School starting at 9:30 a.m. and worship service at 10:45
a.m.
To further worship through Gods word, we have Monday morning Bible Study
at 10 a.m. under the leadership of Rev. Martin Rainey, Outreach Ministry. Our regular Bible Study is held each Tues., 7 p.m.
Faith Memorial is the place to worship, preaching and teaching the word of God
through faith by grace. Come one, come all! We are located at 1800 18th Ave. S. in
St. Petersburg.

Early voting ends Sat., Nov. 3
From POLLS, page 1

Charlie Crist

Fla. Rep. Darryl Rouson and Rev. Manuel Sykes

Congresswoman Kathy Castor
and Commissioner Ken Welch

Rene Flowers dancing to the
Mt. Zion Progressive marching band.

Voters marching to the polls.

Barbara Anders, left, and Deborah Figgs-Sanders

congregations mobilized
and voting early.
“It’s a collective effort of
churches and organizations,” Reverend Manuel L.
Sykes of Bethel Community Baptist Church said.
“Last election we had a
major, major turn out.”
But four years later, the
rules have changed. Early
voting used to comprise of
two Sundays allowing
churches to organize their
members and arrange
transportation for those
who only venture out to
worship. But this year, Reverend Sykes and other pastors
throughout
St.
Petersburg have to double
their efforts in order to ensure all their members are
accounted for at the polls.
Using vans, buses, and
even their own cars, Sykes
is committed to reaching
his goal of 100 percent voting among his congregation and encourages the

community to help one another out.
“About 75 percent of the
congregation has already
voted,” Sykes said, so “if
you want to come down, we
want you down.”
Florida Representative
Darryl Rouson was in attendance and discussed
that while the nonpartisan
event was designed to motivate people across the
Bay area to get out and
vote, it has a larger impact
in the African-American
community where participating in voting has historically been low.
“The churches have
played critical roles in
turnout in minority communities for a long time,” Rep.
Rouson explained, “and the
idea of souls going to the
polls and voting on a Sunday is huge in our community.”
Rep. Rouson believes
the worst piece of legisla-

tion to come out of Washington this year was the
“voting suppression stuff”
that was designed to, in his
opinion, to prevent people
from heading out to the
polls.
Folks remained enthusiastic and entertained by the
Mount Zion marching band
and other participating
groups dedicated to keeping the hype up and encouraging locals to vote.
Activist Terri Lipsey
Scott kept the crowd going
with her energy reminding
them that even though
most southerners cringe
when reminded of the ballot counting debacle of the
2000 Gore/Bush election,
that it was Florida who
made the difference.
“This is far too critical
for us to take it lightly,”
Scott said. “St. Petersburg,
we can make the difference
and I’m asking you to
please take this election

process seriously.”
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor was also in attendance
and encouraged women and
the African-American community to not take their right
to vote lightly.
“I know how long and
hard the struggle has been to
take that ballot and put it in
that ballot box,” she told onlookers, “so here’s the message today: We cannot wait.”
Castor wants the community to be clear on the issues
and what each amendment
on the ballot means before
casting their vote. She urged
residents to stand up and
make a statement by not allowing the legislature to discourage them from voting
this year. She outlined what
is at stake if community
members do not motivate
each other to head down to
the polls.
“Do you care about
good schools in your neighborhood? Do you care

about affordable healthcare
for your family? ” she asked
as the crowd screamed yes.
“Then we’ve got to exercise
our God given right to pass
that ballot today. We cannot
wait.”
Castor urged all those
voting on Sunday to take
the time and call their
grandmothers, aunts, and
kids no matter where they
live and get them out to the
polls anyway they can.
“Do not wait until election day,” she warned.
But the main attraction
was former Florida Governor Charlie Crist who arrived revved up and ready
to march. And although
the event was meant to be
nonpartisan and encourage
everyone no matter their
party affiliation to vote
early, Governor Charlie
Crist couldn’t help but take
a moment to show his support for who he deems will
be the next president.

“Are you fired up…
ready to go?” He asked, addressing the crowd before
adding, “They told me [to]
keep it in the box, it’s a nonpartisan, so you know what
to do,” he added with a
smile.
Governor Crist became
serious, however, when he
spoke to the crowd about
the obligation of the American people to exercise
their right to vote, calling it
precious and important to
the future of our country.
“We in America are
truly blessed to be able to
choose our own leaders,”
Crist said. “There are so
many places around the
world that don’t have that
opportunity and it’s a pure
blessing.”
Early voting will continue until Sat. from 7 a.m.
– 7 p.m. Tues., Nov. 6 is
Election Day and the last
day to let your voice be
heard.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
WBTT season opener
SARASOTA — Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe
(WBTT)
is
pleased to announce the
opening of its first 2012-13
show, “Nate Jacobs 50s
Jukebox Revue.” Conceived and directed by
founding Artistic Director
Nate Jacobs, this original
revue promises to be an
exciting new musical that
gives homage to the heyday of rock ‘n’ roll.
“What a fun and innocent time the 50s were,”
remarked Jacobs. “Poodle
skirts and bobby socks,
fast dance tunes for jitterbugs and ballads for the
romantics…I
really
wanted to relive this exciting musical era and we’ve
had a lot of fun introducing it to our younger
Troupe members.”
In addition to the terrific music presented by
the Troupe, the WBTT
musical also presents a
wonderful story. “Nate Jacobs 50s Jukebox Revue”
has the audience follow a
group of singers, musicians and dancers performing on the “Chitlin’
Circuit.”
The plot travels to
many American cities
from Memphis to New
York City, experiencing
life on the road with this
group of young, talented
entertainers.
A large cast includes
some regular Troupe
members as well as newer
performers.
“We are really looking
forward to opening our
season in the 50s,” continued Jacobs. “After singing

Too Smooth’s business philosophy
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe
and swinging to songs like
“Why Do Fools Fall in
Love,” “Stagger Lee,” and
“Shake Rattle and Roll,”
you’ll be dancing out the
door!”
The mission of WBTT
is to produce plays that
promote and celebrate the
African-American experience, and attract diverse
audiences while using its
productions as a vehicle
for supporting AfricanAmerican artists and
building the self-esteem of
African-American youth.
Throughout the past
decade, WBTT has produced many productions
locally and around the
state of Florida. The company has gained a reputation for high quality,
thought-provoking and entertaining performances.
Since its inception,
WBTT has mentored and
inspired many AfricanAmerican youth through
participation in the company’s productions. Many
of the aspiring professional artists trained in the

WBTT performing arts
program have gone on to
work with national and regional companies.
The company has provided a springboard for
many national careers.
The two youngest Troupe
members, teens Chris
Eisenberg and Alyssa
White, have already
reached national acclaim.
Eisenberg making the top
48 on “America’s Got Talent” and White being selected to perform in the
Harlem Apollo Theater’s
Best of the Best show last
year.
“Nate Jacobs 50s Jukebox Revue” opens on Fri.,
Nov. 16, and runs through
Sun., Dec. 16. All performances will be held at the
WBTT Theater located at
1646 10th Way in Sarasota.
Times are 8 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday with 2
p.m. matinees on Sunday.
Tickets may be purchased
online
at
www.wbttsrq.org or by
calling the box office at
941-366-1505.

TAMPA—If you’ve been
living under a rock for the
past few months, then you
haven’t heard of the gospel
stage play “Holding On To
What You Never Had” presented by Too Smooth Entertainment. If you haven’t
been under a rock, then you
know that it hits the stage at
the Straz Center this Sun.,
Nov. 4.
Too Smooth, owner of
Too Smooth Entertainment,
credits his grandmother for
raising him with a strong
foundation and plenty of
structure. His grandmother
passed away at the age of 99
in 1995, but not before she
taught him how to become a
successful man.
“I am from the Tampa
Bay area, but I’m like a pilgrim just passing through,”
Too Smooth said. “The
name, “Too Smooth,” originated while I was playing
basketball while attending
Florida Memorial College in
Miami. Someone said I
made a smooth move on the
court, so I added that the
move was “too smooth” and
the name caught on.”
If you ask certain people
in the community, the name
comes from the threads he
dons.
Too Smooth has been in
the performing arts business for about 15 years. He
started out promoting comedy shows and his first big
show was held in Tampa.
From there he went to booking concerts with artists like
Silk and the R&B group
called Fanta-C from St. Petersburg.
From there he got into
promoting stage plays. He
explained that he just happened to be traveling
through Huntsville, Ala., and
decided to stop and do some
scouting of other artists.
After attending a performance, he approached a man
named Donald Gray.
Too Smooth and Gray
eventually worked together
on a play called “Lord
There’s A Stranger In My
House,” which launched his
career promoting gospel
stage plays.
“After seeing many stage
plays, I noticed that there is
a passion that is driven behind the scenes that a lot of
people may not be aware of.
With the play, “Holding On

Too Smooth
to What You Never Had”
we’ve put together a star
studded cast and their
names draw a lot of attention. The production itself
leaves you in awe and wanting to see more. We’re planning a national tour and
hope this airs on television
too.”
The promotions business is not an easy business,
but can be profitable.
“I think the most exciting
thing in the promotions business is that you have to be

very clever and witty. You
have to stay armored up
with God because you are
connecting with many different attitudes and egos,” said
Too Smooth.
He explained that he
loves the challenges because he breaks down barriers and connect with like
minded people to make
something spectacular happen. Too Smooth said he’s
humble too and being in a
God praying circle causes
wonderful things to happen.
“It’s about a relationship,
brotherhood and uniting together for our expertise. You
can see yourself in these
plays and identify with the
characters and the scenes.

Stage plays have great messages and are spiritually
bound. I feel the theatre allows you to express yourself
on stage.”
One aspect of the business he is adamant about is
doing casting calls in the
Tampa Bay area because
there is so much untapped
talent here. He wants to
offer everyone with talent
the opportunity to move
ahead in the performing arts
industry.
Too Smooth’s business
philosophy is one that everyone should use in their day
to day lives.
“Sometimes in life we
don’t gain success because
we start and stop too much.
We have to go the distance
with the faith the size of a
mustard seed. I always see
beyond the current circumstances. I always find a way
to way to execute my plan. I
am a young man with an old
spirit.”
His 10 commandments
of success are: prayer,
patience, persistence, long
suffering, sacrifice, determination, dedication, focus,
think big and love – with the
most important one being
focus.
Come see Too Smooth
put on the phenomenal
gospel play “Holding On To
What You Never Had.” The
play promises to be a success with names such as
Shirley Murdock, R&B
singer Tony Terry and actor
Miguel Nunez on stage.

“A Stormy Season”
Book signing party
hosted by author
Frank Peterman, Jr.
Nov. 9 at 6 p.m.
located at
Mid-Town Sundries,
200 1st Ave. S.
“A Stormy Season”
(fiction), is based
on the story of
a black rural family
living in the 1950s that experienced an alleged tragedy
concerning one of their sons.
The book is about redemption, forgiveness, confronting racism,
and restoration. It then shows how a family and different cultures
can unite together through life’s challenges and experiences.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Mid Florida Football
Conference playoffs

Brian Battie, left, and Isiah Williams
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

GULFPORT - The Gulfport Pirates are the new kids
on the block when it comes
to youth league organizations. They completed their
first year in the Mid Florida
Football
Conference
(MFFC), and hosted the District One/Sunbelt Region
playoffs.
The Manatee Bulls, Sarasota Seminoles, Childs Park
Rattlers and host Pirates all
competed for going on to the
next round.
In the Senior Division
(ages 13-15), the Childs Park
Rattlers (9-1-1) took care of
business by manhandling
the Manatee Bulls (20-0). Tavian Landsm got the Rattlers
on the board with a 60 yard
run for a touchdown. Travon
Evans came back with a 20
yard touchdown of his own
to push the score to 14-0.
Devin Ford tossed a 40
yard touchdown to Landsm
for the final score as the Rattlers cruised to a 20-0 victory.
Next week the Rattlers will
have a showdown with the
Greenwood Panthers. Rattler
coach Alfreddie Jones said
they will be prepared in
“every phase of the game.”
The Pee Wee Division

(ages 9-10) was prehaps the
most exciting game of the
day. Sarasota Seminoles
came into the contest with an
unblemished (10-0) record
while the Gulfport Pirates
had only one loss (9-1).
In the first quarter the Pirates drew blood first as
Kamau Walker went 48
yards on a reverse for a
touchdown to give the Pirates an early 6-0 lead. On
the ensuing drive, the Seminoles put together a time
consuming drive as Bryan
Battie went 12 yards for a
touchdown and the PAT was
good for an 8-6 Seminole
lead.
Later the Seminoles’
Isiah Williams would score
on a 5 yard touchdown
which put them up 16-6.
After a long 45 yard run by
Javares Scruggs, he was
stripped of the ball and it was
returned deep into Pirates
territory.
Blake
McCullough
would sneak in from the one
yard line to close the gap to
16-12. Sarasota would add
one score to close out with a
22-12 victory.
Next week the Childs
Park Rattlers will host the
second round of the MFFC
playoffs.

Jarvis McGarrah: France, Je t’aime!
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Jarvis McGarrah is living a
dream. He has been a
diehard fan of football and
even competed as a player
on the collegiate and semipro levels. Last year he accepted a job in France as
the head coach of the semipro Grenoble Centaures,
and is speaking French and
loving it.
In 1987, McGarrah
played youth football for
the St. Pete Lil Devils, and
in 1991 played for Osceola
High School where he
helped lead the Warriors to
their first district championship. After graduation he
attended junior college at
Arizona Western, where
current St. Pete College
basketball coach, Ernest
Crumbley, was instrumental in getting him admitted

as a student athlete.
He finished his two
years and transferred to
Central State University located in Wilberforce, Ohio.
In 1995, McGarrah was a
part of the team that won a
NAIA National Championship, since then they’ve
moved up to Division-II.
After finishing his collegiate career, McGarrah
then attended a NFL Scouting Combine in Atlanta,
where scouts noticed his
abilities and began to send
him emails. However, there
were no immediate suitors,
so he returned to St. Petersburg and took an assortment of coaching jobs
while working at a local
clothing store.
He finally received an
invitation in 2006 to play in
Weyhe, Germany, where
he played quarterback for a
semipro team, and in 2007,
he went on to play in Den-

mark, where he was a lockdown cornerback.
On returning from Denmark, he found that his father was ill and decided he
would stay to help out. His
father, George McGarrah,
had been a positive influence on a lot of children
while coaching at Melrose
Elementary.
While taking care of his
father, he received an email
from a team in France. He
thoroughly discussed his
options with his family
members, and his father
told him to go for it. One of
George McGarrah’s favorite quotes was: “Life is
good if you live it.”
And he’s apparently living a good life for he led the
Grenoble Centaures to a
record of 7-4 a playoff
berth. A year prior, the
team had not won a football
game. At this time he is
coaching on the highest

Jarvis McGarrah
level of American style football in France.
McGarrah has found
his niche in France. He followed his father’s advice by
going for it, and maybe one
day we’ll see him coaching
in the NFL.
He has connections
with other teams that are
from time to time looking
for skilled American talent.
If there are any players interested in playing abroad,
you can email Coach McGarrah at sivraj91@hotmail.com.

Green named to Under Armour Team
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD

ST. PETERSBURG —
The accolades just keep on
coming for St. Pete Catholic’s
Ryan Green, who has verbally
committed to FSU. Last Friday, he accepted an invitation
to play in the Under Armour
All American game, which will
be played here in St. Petersburg on the first Friday in January of 2013.
Green, recently rehabbing
from a torn labrum, is thinking of a one game return if he
gets the thumbs up from his
doctor.
The American Family Insurance, who were presenters
of the invitation, have toured
the country visiting over 80
high schools giving out invites
for the prestigious game.

Green was not the only player
from Pinellas County to be
presented with an invitation.
St. Petersburg High’s Sean
Covington, a kicker who has
verbally committed to ULCA,
accepted last week as well.
“I have been watching the
Under Armour All American
game since I was in the 8th
grade and I said to myself I
would never be able to play in
a game of that magnitude,”
said Green.
However, his personal
trainer Andre Hudson, who
has been instrumental in
Green’s development, knew
he was working with a winner.
“Ryan has done it all with
class. He represents in all
areas of life. He is a great kid
and he appears to have a blueprint for success laid out,” said
Hudson.

about the skill level of your
child if they are freshman
or sophomores.
In a makeup game last
week, Northeast faced
Lakewood, which fields a
very good JV squad. The
Spartans wasted very little
time getting on the scoreboard in the first quarter.
Trek Hopkins took a
pitchout from quarterback
Rolandus Sims and went 81
yards for a touchdown as
the Spartans would go up 60. Northeast threatened to
score but was stopped by

the Spartans in the red
zone.
The second quarter was
dominated by the Spartans.
Stevie Richardson broke
several tackles en route to a
44 yard touchdown run to
put the Spartans up 12-0.
Then, Sims ran in a 2 point
conversion to make it 14-0.
He would score on a 25
yard run touchdown to
stretch the score to 20-0 at
halftime.
Romello
Presely
tossed a 25 yard touchdown
to Jimmy Faulks to give the

Spartans a 28-0 victory.
Hopkins had a game of 122
yards on five carries and

shot blocking center in
Hasheem Thabeet.
Unanswered
question: When will James
Hardin’s sixth man role
come to an end?
The end: The Thunder
will challenge the Lakers in
the Western Conference Finals.
San Antonio Spurs
Big moves: They kept
their team intact with no
trades or free agent acquisitions.
Unanswered
questions: When will age catch
up with Tim Duncan?
The end: The Spurs
will be moving from the
high rent district.
Los Angeles Clippers
Big moves: Acquiring
Jamal Crawford and Grant
Hill were big moves, and
getting Lamar Odom via
trade was also a plus.
Blake Griffin’s extension
will keep him around for

another five years.
Unanswered
question: Can DeAndre Jordan
master another move besides a dunk?
The end: The Clippers
have more entertainment
value than the Lakers, but
it won’t reflect in the standings.
The Eastern Conference
Miami Heat
Big moves: The defending champions have
been in relaxing mode this
summer. They added two
aging veterans through
free agency, Ray Allen and
Rashard Lewis.
Unanswered
question: Will Spolestra be able
to coach without Pat Riley
sitting nearby?
The end: Is the Heat
up for the challenge to repeat as champions?
Chicago Bulls
Big moves: The Bulls

have come to a realization
that Derrick Rose will miss
the first half of the season.
They must focus on filling
the void. They signed Kirk
Hinrich and Marco Belinelli and drafted Marquis
Teague.
Unanswered
question: Who will step up in
Rose’s absence?
The end: Without Rose
a slow start but a strong finish.
Brooklyn Nets
Big moves: They did
not land Dwight Howard,
but they got a proven
scorer in Joe Johnson.
They opened their wallet to
Deron Williams along with
Brook Lopez, Gerald Wallace and Kris Humphries.
Unanswered
question: Will Johnson’s play
measure up to the lucrative
$89 million contract?
The end: The days of
being a lottery recipient for

Sports Writer

L-R, Vader Green, Ryan Green and Lalita Green
His parents, Vader and
Lalita Green, also knew their
son was a winner and made
personal sacrifices to see that
his talents were showcased by
taking him to camps all over

the country.
Green is a perfect example of how hard work and determination can lead to a
bright future.

Junior varsity football
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERBURG – Junior varsity (JV) football is
very important to every varsity program because it
helps to build it, and it gives
the players the chance to
become acclimated to the
varsity program.
Over the years, there’s
been an influx of freshman
and sophomores who have
bypassed JV to play varsity.
Some were elevated to the
varsity level because of size;
others because of their skill

level and others because a
position needed filling.
Some of these players get a
lot of playing time, and others play sporadically.
For instance, Ryan
Davis of Northeast started
as a freshman on the varsity
level because of his exceptional skills and knowledge
of the game. However, St.
Pete’s Sedale Hudson was
just the opposite. He would
have greatly benefitted by
playing JV.
Parents please consider
consulting with the coach

Stevie Richardson & Tyriek Hopkins
one touchdown. Richarson
added another 108 yards on
seven carries and a score.

Inside the NBA
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
What’s in store for this
year’s NBA season? Take a
look back at the bizarre
summer signing frenzy.
Who
would
have
thought that Steve Nash
would
become
Kobe
Bryant’s backcourt partner
with the Los Angeles Lakers? How about the Houston Rockets amnestying
their best player Louis
Scola? Who saw it coming
when Jeremy Lin left the
Big Apple for employment
in the heart of Texas? What
about all the drama with
Dwight Howard landing in
Los Angeles?
This should be a very
interesting NBA season
considering all of the
moves that were made. I’m
going to give my avid readers a list of teams I think

will contend for the 20122013 season.
Western Conference
Los Angeles Lakers
Big moves: The Lakers appear to be all in by
luring Dwight Howard and
one of the game’s biggest
playmakers in Steve Nash.
Also, signing a proven veteran Antwan Jamison who
can score from anywhere
on the court.
Unanswered
question: Can Kobe become
more of a threat with Nash
as his backcourt mate?
The end: LA is always
up for drama, and will add a
new chapter with Dwight
Howard
Oklahoma City Thunder
Big moves: The Thunder refrained from making
ill advised moves and kept
the nucleus of their team
together. However, they
added Perry Jones and a

Dwight Howard
the Nets are in the rear
view mirror.
Boston Celtics: Ray
Allen departed and Garnett
decided to stay. The addition of Jason Terry gives
them another consistent
scoring option. The steal of
the draft was finding Jared
Sullinger late in the first
round.
Unanswered
question: Is time still on Garnett’s side?
The end: This will be
an up and down season for
the Celtics.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
With all of the blessings
that God bestows on us, we
will be honoring our pastor
and his family that proudly
stands behind him.
A joyous recognition for
the tireless dedication of
teaching the Word that continuously help us to improve our
relationship with God will be
highlighted throughout our
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary celebration.
We sincerely request your
presence during our special
recognitory events to Give
God The Glory for Dr. Evans,
Sr., and his Family invaluable
contributions to the Church
community.
MARK YOUR CALEN-

St. Mark MBC

DAR
Pastor’s 15th Anniversary
Events Numbers 6:24-26
Theme: “Declaring a Blessing
for the Man of God in his Divine Grace”
Nov. 3 — 4 p.m.
“Boys to Men” Fashionable Event – Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Please call the Church Office
for donation information: 727906-8300.
Nov. 11 — 4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Carlos Senior, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Saint
Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 14 — 7 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Louis Murphy, Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, FL.
Nov. 16 — 7 p.m.
Black Tie Banquet – Banquet Master, 8100 Park Boulevard, Pinellas Park. Please call
the Church Office for donation
information.
Nov. 18 — 7:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Pastor
Robert Evans, Mt. Lebanon

Baptist Church, Akron, Ohio.
Nov. 18 — 10:45 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
Miami.
Nov. 18 —4 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Larry
Mills, Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church, Orlando, FL.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
We are sponsoring a trip to Washington,
D.C. in July of 2013. All who are interested
in traveling with us please contact Kadell

Ford at 727-258-4993 or 727-744-3589 for
more information.

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mount Pilgrim will host its 3rd Annual Veterans Day Celebration Nov. 10 from 9-3:30
p.m. FREE to the public.
Highlights of the event include Ret. Col.
Kelvin George, keynote speaker and Boca
Ciega HS JROTC. There will be food vendors,

free haircuts, bouncy house and much more.
You don’t want to miss this spectacular event!
We are located at 4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. For additional information contact
Denise Murray at 727-517-6060.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for the month of

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the 1st
and 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7. Join us at the CARE building. For more information
contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727- 289-6957.
Nov. 9 – Join our Singles
Ministry at 7 pm in the Youth
Fellowship Hall. Topic:
“TEMPTATIONS” How it
starts, takes over, and over-

math, reading, and vocabulary skills, and much more.
Applications available at Mt
Zion Human Services. Or
contact Ms. Doris Newton at
(727)822-0443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you
18 – 35 years of age? A college student home for the
summer? Then come join the
Young Adult Ministry every
Tuesday, from 7 – 8 p.m. in
the Youth Education Bldg.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Abusers lust and have not. They desire
to have but cannot obtain. They seek
devilish wisdom in how to deceive others so that they may control the other
persons’ choices.[James 4]
God loves ever yone the same. He is
no respecter of persons. Even as we
desire and willfully do things that we
may have known intellectually was displeasing to Him; Jesus suf fered and
died for us while we were yet sinners.
Jesus became the per fect Pastoral
Lamb that was slain to pay a debt that
He did not owe. Jesus paid the penalties of our abusive and rebelliousness
against God’s will for us. A debt that
we owed and could not pay. When
Jesus cried: “It is Finished” on the
cross, you and I were on His mind.
The only thing God ever wanted
from us is to allow Him to fill us [not
feel] with His Spirit as we feel Him
healing our soul so He may dwell upon
the ear th within our body. When we
confess with our mouth that Jesus is
Lord and continue to believe in our
hear t, we shall be saved unto eternal
life and from His wrath that is coming
upon the earth. [Romans 10:9]
When we close our eyes for the last
time and our tongue stick to the roof of
our mouth; we will be absent from our
body but present with the Lord. Eternal and an abundant life have been offered to us. Have you given your heart
to God yet?
Being loved by God is like still waters. It is silent but runs deep. Our love
towards Him is blind as we’ll flow
where ever we are guided by the lover
of our soul. God does not love us for
what we do nor what we don’t do. God
loves us in spite of ourselves. He want
us to experience His abundant life by
trusting what He has already provided
for us. God will not break your heart.
Rather, He will heal it instead. God is
faithful and a gentleman. He will never
force you to return His love as much as
He desires it. But He’ll wait for it.
Which road are you on?[Jeremiah
6:16]

comes?
Nov. 11 - The Girls Scouts
presents “Showcase Your Talent.” Come out and cheer on
our young ladies as they
show off their talent, from
5:30 – 8 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel. Entry forms are available in the Ministry House.
For more information contact
Lisa Davis 727-798-8909 or
Rhonda Jackson 727-3202700. Sponsored by troops
1020 and 2233.
We are collecting non-perishable items for our Thanksgiving Basket Food Drive.
Items can be dropped off
after worship services on
Sunday’s, and Wednesday
evening Bible Study.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program
– Grades K – 9th will be offered homework assistance,

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Years ago, a vivacious and gorgeous
African American woman whose long,
shapely and silky legs warranted being
insured for a million dollars each released an extremely popular song with
the Chorus: “Oh what’s love got to do,
got to do with it? What’s love but a second hand emotion? What’s love got to
do, got to do with it? Who needs a
heart when a heart can be broken?”
Movies made about Tina Turner’s
life revealed she had been severely
mentally, emotionally and physically
abused by the man who should have
been her provider and protector; her
husband. When we see her per form
today; we know that it was only God
who graced her with courage to overcome the tragedy of her storm filled
life, restart her career and reach astonishing levels of success with out her
abusive ex-husband being involved.
I am convinced people who have
been mentally, emotionally, physically
and even spiritually abused through
the years are still asking themselves
that same question. “Oh what’s love
got to do, got to do with it? What’s love
but a second hand emotion? What’s
love got to do, got to do with it? Who
needs a heart when a heart can be broken?”
I want to be ver y clear to you who
have been victimized and suf fered
abuse in any form and want to understand what love have to do with it?
First of all love is GOD and GOD IS
LOVE. And God is a Holy Spirit, not a
human being. Our Savior, LORD God,
and Creator of the universe is LOVE.
Love is our Father’s Spirit; not a second hand emotion.
However, on the other side of the
coin lust is a sensual emotion given by
God to be enjoyed upon the ‘marriage
bed’. Sex may not or maybe the results
of a LOVE relationship; but soul ties
are developed. Often love and lust become confused in the eyes and minds
of people.
Often, we reassign meanings to our
words. Love and lust are not the same.
Love is kind, gentle and full of mercies.

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC

Pastor’s Corner
What’s love got to do,
got to do with it?

November
Nov. 2 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting
Nov 4 - Daylight Savings
Time ends Sunday, November 4 at 2 a.m.
Nov. 18 - Church Outing:
Macedonia M. b. Church,
Rubonia, FL at 3 p.m.
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving
Day
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Faith based computer literacy lab
ST. PETERSBURG – Christ Gospel
Church of St. Petersburg in partnership with Education Support and Developmental Services is pleased to
announce the new hours of our computer literacy lab.
We will be offering free tutoring in
math, reading and computer literacy,
and students will be given the opportunity to embrace the importance of
education.
Snacks will be provided and space
is limited, so we are encouraging the
parents in our community to come out
and tour our lab and take the next step towards your child’s future.
The computer literacy lab at Christ Gospel Church, located at 2512 22nd Ave. S.,
is open Mon., Wed., and Fri. from 3-5 p.m. for grades K-8, and 4:30-6:30 p.m. for high
school students.
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Remembering
Brittany
From WAKE, page 5

army intelligence, but fundamentally having an effect
on a culture that views the
role of women differently
than here in America.
“She obviously led by
example locally, and I can
tell you that being a young,
strong, smart, and beautiful
African-American woman
in southern Afghanistan,
she was leading by example there too,” Castor
stated. “She was demonstrating the values of this
great country.”
But Reverend Manuel
L. Sykes, Pastor of Bethel
Baptist
Community
Church, put the senseless
loss of Brittany into words
that may ease some of the
pain and help guide the
Gordon family through the
healing process of losing a
treasured loved one.
“The things that are the
most beautiful, the things
that are the most fragrant
are also the flowers that
don’t last long,” he said. “So
while you might have
named her Brittany, God
named her Brittany Rose.
Thank God for the rose that
brought fragrance and
beauty to your lives, to this
community.”

St. Petersburg Police Department
pay their respects.

Cebrina Douse

Rev. Manuel Sykes

Mourners comfort Cedric and Brenda Gordon.

Congresswoman Kathy Castor pays tribute to the
life of Brittany Gordon.

